
This public meeting is sponsored by the City of Sydney and includes a broad 
coalition of individuals and groups, including the Clover Moore Independent 
Team, Alex Greenwich Member for Sydney, the Labor Party, the Greens, Local 
Government NSW and many more people across NSW who all share concerns 
about the Shooters Bill. For more information on the public meeting visit 
sydneyyoursay.com.au

Join us on Saturday 6 September at 11am 
to tell the NSW Premier “One Vote, One Value” 
at Sydney Square, adjoining Town Hall, 
George St, Sydney.

The NSW Government is considering a Bill by the Shooters and Fishers Party to 
change the way elections in the City of Sydney are run.

The Shooters want to manipulate city votes by giving businesses two votes and residents 
just one. It attacks one of the founding principles of our democracy – one vote, one value. 

Businesses already have greater rights to vote in the City of Sydney than anywhere else 
in NSW. The proposed Shooters Bill makes the process of voting more onerous for 
businesses, makes voting in local government elections compulsory for businesses and 
leaves them exposed to fines ranging up to $2,200. 

The Shooters also want to transfer responsibility for elections from the independent NSW 
Electoral Commission to the City of Sydney. This is like asking the Premier’s department to 
run State elections and risks corruption and political interference. 

ONE VOTE, ONE VALUE

Save 
the date 
6 Sept 
11am



DOES THIS AFFECT ME?
Yes. As a resident and a business person you 
each get a vote in local government elections. 
But the Shooters want businesses in the City of 
Sydney to have double the votes of residents 
and the Bill allows the Minister to roll the 
changes out across NSW.

WHAT CAN I DO TO STOP IT?
Tell the Premier you don’t want your vote 
halved. Join hundreds of other people on 
Saturday 6 September at Sydney Square 
from 11am to send a strong message that our 
democracy is not for sale.

WHAT DO PEOPLE THINK ABOUT THE 
SHOOTERS BILL?

  Legislation inspired by malice, not public 
policy. Whoever’s putting this up is trying 
to rort the result. Antony Green, independent election analyst

  One wonders when this NSW 
Government will understand that the 
community is repulsed by any decision 
that would allow business interests to 
have a disproportionate vote in who plans 
for the local area.  The Better Planning Network, an affiliation of 
more than 460 community groups in NSW

  I haven’t heard a cogent reason for 
why two” (votes for business)  Patricia Forsythe, Executive Director of the Sydney 
Business Chamber

  While the word ‘democracy’ has been 
bandied around in support of making 
business voting compulsory at Local 
Government elections, it appears a key 
component of democracy – transparency 
– is missing in this politically-motivated 
move by those parties involved.  Keith Rhoades, President of Local Government NSW 
(LGNSW)

  A majority of the 11 Melbourne city 
councillors live outside the city of 
Melbourne. This has led to a council far 
too detached from its local communities. 
With the vast majority of the City of 
Melbourne electoral roll made up of non-
residents, this electoral system defeats 
the purpose of local government.  
Rohan Leppert, City of Melbourne Councillor

  There is no reasonable justification. 
It’s like a gerrymander. If you accept 
the logic, you could argue that every 
business in every town or council area 
should get twice the vote of the local 
schoolteacher or bricklayer. But why not 
three or four times, based on how many 
jobs they create or the rateable value of 
their land? The more money, the 
more votes.  
The Sydney Morning Herald (editorial)

  Devilishly complicated and ill 
thought out.  
Mike Seccombe, The Saturday Paper

WHY ARE THE SHOOTERS DOING THIS?
Robert Borsak, MLC from the Shooters and 
Fishers Party, in his speech to Parliament 
introducing the Bill said:

  I also thank 2GB broadcaster, Alan Jones, 
who has been a driving force for this 
change for a long time. Without his 
assistance, I doubt that the government 
would have been persuaded to support 
this sensible and long overdue bill. I also 
would thank the Daily Telegraph, and in 
particular, Andrew Clennell and Alicia 
Wood, who have also been supportive of 
the proposal.


