
 
 

 

 

 

 
Sustainable living study   
 
The study 
Dr Alasdair Jones, a researcher from the University of Hertfordshire (UK) and 
a visiting academic at the University of New South Wales, is carrying out a 
comparative study of sustainable living practices in masterplanned 
developments in the Sydney metropolitan area and southeast England. 
 
Alasdair is interested in how residents of masterplanned developments view 
the sustainability of their homes and wider communities, and in particular in 
how they use features of the developments in which they live that have been 
designed with sustainability in mind.  In addition, he is interested in the degree 
to which sustainability issues were important to research participants when 
they decided to move to their present address. 
 
The study involves talking with residents of masterplanned developments in 
both Sydney and southeast England about how they use their homes and 
local services.  Alasdair is particularly interested in issues related to 
environmental sustainability (for example electricity consumption and travel 
habits) but also social sustainability (for example involvement in local 
community activities). 
 
 
Taking part in this study?   
Taking part in this study would involve either an interview, or taking part in 
group discussion. You will be asked about your everyday activities in relation 
to sustainability, including heating/cooling your home, use of appliances and 
transport. 
 
We anticipate that interviews will last up to 45 minutes and discussions 
around an hour. They will take place at a time and place that suit you.  With 
your permission, we will audio-tape your views to ensure we have recorded 
them accurately. Anything you tell us will remain confidential and any views or 
comments we use in writing up the study will remain anonymous. If you want 
a summary of the findings of the study when it is complete, we will ensure you 
receive one. 
 
For more information about this project, please contact Alasdair Jones, whose 
contact details are below.  
 

 
Dr Alasdair Jones 0423 764 364 a.jones23@herts.ac.uk 
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